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Daniel James Scott, associate director of the USF St. Petersburg Entrepreneurship Program, has
been named Technology Leader of the Year by the Tampa Bay Technology Forum, and Reuben
Pressman, the program’s first graduate, has been named Rising Star.
The honors were announced Friday night during the Forum’s 10th Annual Industry Achievement
Awards Gala at the Hilton Tampa Downtown.

In addition, Sam Esfahani, a member of the College of Business Advisory Board and chief
information officer of the financial services firm PSCU, was a finalist for CIO of the Year.
Tim Curran, an adjunct faculty member in the USFSP College of Business and CEO of the Global
Technology Distribution Council, was a finalist for the Technology Leader of the Year award won
by Scott.

“It was a great night for everyone at the College of Business,” said College of Business Dean
Maling Ebrahimpour, Ph.D. “Quality is a hallmark of the college,and particularly among our
faculty, students and community partners.”
Vivian Fueyo, Ph.D, interim regional vice chancellor for academic affairs, said the awards
highlight the growing strength of the three-year-old Entrepreneurship Program. “Recognition
from the community is the best praise possible,” she said.
Tampa Bay Technology Forum CEO Heather Kenyon said, “I was thrilled to see that the
Entrepreneurship Program at USFSP had such a strong showing at the Tampa Bay Technology
Forum Industry Achievement Awards. Both Daniel and Reuben are incredible advocates for the
entrepreneurial community. The passion and dedication to assist others and to grow

technology companies locally has benefited numerous early stage companies and the awards
they received are well deserved.”

Scott founded the technology company Alorum and co-founded the seed-stage investment
fund Gazelle Lab. Earlier this year he was named the Small Business Administration Florida
Small Business Advocate of the Year and recently was named the Entrepreneurship Educator of
the Year by the Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship.
Reuben Pressman is the CEO and Founder of Check I’m Here, a startup company that helps
universities measure and increase campus engagement and allocate funds more efficiently
through the use of student ID cards.
In January the USFSP Entrepreneurship Program was named the Outstanding Emerging
Entrepreneurship Program in the United States by the U.S. Association for Small Business and
Entrepreneurship. And in April, members of the student Entrepreneurship Club won the
prestigious Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization Startup Simulation Challenge for the second
year in a row.

Learn more about how to support the Entrepreneurship Program.
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